November 15th 2009 

St Mary’s 20 Cleve 7

This was a Friendly fixture and gave Cleve a chance to gain revenge for defeat in the Cup last month. Cleve were far better on this occasion and the forwards were rucking far better than the previous encumber. Some of St Mary’s forward play was right on the edge and on another day may have been judged as offside. Territorially Cleve were dominating the play although St. Mary’s set up their defence excellently. On one brief occasion in to Cleve’s half a penalty was conceded in front of the post, which was converted. Cleve again start playing well and an excellent passage of play involving Richard Lane, Jack Stephens and Richard Lane that involved excellent handling and support, which against lesser opposition would have resulted in a try. St Mary’s were using the boot to clear their lines giving Ryan Watts to shine at Full Back on many occasions turning them back round with great kicks into space. The whole team was contributing to an excellent attacking display. Some poor tackling however allowed St Mary’s add to the score making it 8-0 at half time.
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Fair play to the lads kept their heads up and performed similarly in the second half even though Steve made wholesale changes. Unfortunately again missed tackles allowed St. Mary’s impressive full back to score a runaway try. Cleve were again pressing but could not find away through a well-disciplined defence. A lot of the second half was spent in there 22. St Mary’s again scored a break away try disappointing a lot of the guys after a sustained period of pressure that did not lead to any reward. Again good work from Jack Stephens, Richard Lane and James Floyd led to deserved try from Wesley Long who ran and tackled his heart out. Joe Muxworthy made an excellent kick right from the touchline to make the final score 20-7. Although the result was disappointing the performance was very pleasing with Cleve doing the entire pressing. 
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15. Ryan Watts, 14. James Robinson. 13. James Floyd. 12. Jack Stephens. 11. Richard Lane. 10. Joe Muxworthy. 9. Jason Bennett. 8. Wes Long. 7. McCauley Parsons. 6. Zinny Long. 5. Max Evans. 4. Sam Williams. 3. Harry Bishop. 2. Kieran Campbell. 1. Cameron Lippiatt.

Replacement. Luke Moorhead, Tyler Lewis, Fabien Clarke, Ed Donaghue, Harley Dando, 

